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At African Impact, we see ourselves as the on-the-ground AFRICANSPECIALISTS in volunteering. We were founded 

Over 5 years ago in Zimbabwe and have our head office in Cape Town, South Africa, with supporting operations 

Offices in Kenya, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Zambia. To date we, together with our project managers 

out In the field, have had the privilege of sharing Africa with over 3,000 volunteers who were determined to make a 

difference in the amazing communities and conservation areas in which we work. And they did… and so can you... 

 

"Go to the people. Live with them. Learn from them. Love them. Start with what they know. Build with what they have 
so that when the work is done, the people will say, 'we have done this ourselves'." 

-  Paul O'Callaghan - 
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The majestic Victoria Falls, one of the seven natural Wonders of the World, 

will be the backdrop to your volunteer placement. In this impressive setting, 

we offer you the opportunity to gain a unique insight into the Zimbabwean 

culture and lifestlye, and to make a positive impact on the local community 

through our specially structured Teaching Assistance and Community 

Upliftment Programme. Classrooms are full to the brim with children eager 

to learn! Teachers are hardworking and dedicated but are under-resourced 

and overstretched; volunteer assistance would be gratefully accepted. 

 

Interact with the local children and assist at an orphanage, making a positive 
impact on Zimbabwe’s youth. You will also have to opportunity to help the 

community with their vegetable garden, implemented with the aim of helping 
those living with HIV/AIDS. You will also be introduced to our Lion 

Rehabilitation Programme, and get the opportunity to walk with these 
amazing creatures! There are opportunities aplenty to enjoy the wide range of 

adventure activities available around the Falls, which is one of Africa’s 
adrenaline capitals 

 
Location: Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe 
Age Limit: Minimum 17 years, maximum decided on potential participants’ 
health 
Required Experience: For this project, no specific experience is required 
 

 
Highlights: 
 
• Create sustainable initiatives in the lives of the   
disadvantaged 
• Assist in the classrooms of local schools 
• Change the lives of orphans and abused children 
• Play a role in the conservation efforts in the Victoria 
Falls area 
• Immerse yourself in local Zimbabwean culture 
• Make friends for life 
 
FFuurrtthheerr  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oonn  tthhee  TTeeaacchhiinngg  AAssssiissttaannccee  &&  CCoommmmuunniittyy  AAssssiissttaannccee  PPrrooggrraammmmee::  
 

We are looking forward to start making a real impact in the Victoria Falls community. The spirit of Zimbabwe is 
indescribable, its people never faltering, and ever passionate towards a brighter future! It is the most underprivileged 
and vulnerable that have suffered the most during the turmoil of recent years, and you can be a part of making a 
difference in these people’s lives, come and help rebuild this beautiful country!  
 
WE AIM TO CREATE SUSTAINABLE LIVING FOR DISADVANTAGED MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY. 
 
The following is a brief outline of the areas in Victoria Falls you can hope to impact:  
 
Schools: 
 
At schools you will be assisting in the classrooms with the teachers and providing one on attention to the eager learners 
You will be able to help the teachers in their classes and give learners as well as teachers some bright new ideas, added 
support as well as love and care with the view to improving the lives of the future generation of Zimbabwe. Because this 
is a new project, opportunity for assistance by African Impact and their Volunteers is far stretched. Painting classrooms, 
finishing a new three classroom block, renovating of classroom furniture, paving pathways and an assembly point are just 
a few things you may help with, which will go a long way for these spirited people. In addition to this, helping with lesson 
plans and introducing fresh ideas to these children who are eager to learn will be greatly appreciated! 
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Holistic Child Support Initiative (HOCSI)       
           
This is the program run from Chamabondo Primary School with approximately 60 pupils who are either orphans or victims 
of abuse. Help improve the quality of life for these children in need! Activities you will be involved in are: 
 
• Therapy through art 
• Creating gardens with the children 
• Training on income generation 
• Team building and sports activities 
• HIV/AIDS education 
• Life skills lessons  
• Building of a playground 
 
You will be working under the guidance of the HOCSI team who are 
professionally trained to work with these children. 
 
Victoria Falls Old People’s Home:  
 
 A small establishment where the old people of the community go to live when 
their families can no longer take care of them, it is very a unmaintained place 
due to the lack of funding, and would welcome volun teer assistance. It 
currently houses only 14 elderly people because it cannot sustain any more. 
Here you will be involved in: 
 
• The refurbishment of the property 
• Securing the perimeter by erecting a wall 
• Spend time with the elderly playing board games 
• Reading to those who have impaired vision 
• Assist in their vegetable garden to ensure they have abundant access to 
nutritional foods 
 
Nutrition garden for people living with HIV/AIDS  
 
In the community there are local counsellors who come together once a week 
to support those members of the community living with HIV and AIDS. At their 
meeting place we need to establish nutrition gardens to supplement dietary 
requirements. You will assist PLWHA to propagate a wide range of herbal 
species and vegetables for their own consumption and for the generation of 
income. African Impact has already assisted by connecting a water pipe from 
the main water supply to their property in order to water their gardens. 
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Orphanage 
 
This is run by a local woman at her home in Chinotimba. There are only a few 
children that actually live with her as it is rather 
used as a base for around 40 orphaned children, the other children live with 
family caregivers in the community. They gather on special occasions such as 
the distribution of food and visits from African Impact volunteers. You will visit 
the children on a weekly basis to interact, play games and give them the love 
and attention they so disserve. There is a vegetable garden which the home 
mother as well as the children, are trying to establish but need help. You will 
have a chance to go out with them and play games such as soccer and netball, 
and introduce other fun activities to improve their quality of life.  
 

Building and painting of schools 
 
The schools in the community have not had the funding from either government or from independent donors recently due to 
the state of the economy. There are many classrooms to paint and buildings to finish that were started but never completed 
due to lack of funds. You will help in this regard by completing the already existing structures, quite hard work but very 
rewarding as you will be providing more classroom space for these eager young learners. This activity will include: 
 
• The mixing of cement, 
• Laying on the roof, 
• Plastering the floor and walls 
• Painting, 
 
You will be under the clear guidance and supervision of a professional local builder. In addition you will be painting and 
refurbishing existing classrooms as well as helping fix old and broken classroom furniture. 
 
In Addition…. 
 
“In partnership with the ALERT Communities Trust (www.lionalert.org) African Impact has established a variety of development 
programs within the communities in and around Victoria Falls town in the far west of Zimbabwe.   These programs form part of 
a holistic approach to wildlife conservation whereby local people receive benefits through development programs which form 
part of this project and thus build support for conservation in the area. 

 
As part of your experience whilst at the project you will have a chance to learn more about the broader work that ALERT 
conducts within the region including visits to the African Lion Rehabilitation & Release into the Wild Program where you will 
have the opportunity to walk with lions as they undertake their pre-release training.” 
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Project Cost: 
 
2 Week Placement:  £ 835 | US$ 1505 
4 Week Placement:  £ 1255 | US$ 2260 
6 Week Placement:  £ 1645 | US$ 2965 
 
For longer placements please contact us at kirsty@africanimpact.com  
 
Project Cost Includes: 
• Project Fee: The project fee entails financing that goes directly back into the 

project that you are involved with. It facilitates funding for items such as 
resources for the school lessons, building and farming materials, etc, 

• All transfers to and from Victoria Falls Airport upon your arrival and departure 
• Orientation program 
• Full board and lodging which includes 3 meals a day  
• Unlimited tea, coffee and juice throughout the day 
• Laundry service during your stay 
• The service of a cleaner to attend to your room each day 
 
Project Cost Excludes: 
• All items of a personal nature, such as curios, gifts, clothing (work and other) 
• Flights to Victoria Falls International Airport 
• Email and telephone calls made during your placement (charged out at cost) 
• Any excursions over and above your planned itinerary in Zimbabwe e.g. visit to the Victoria Falls 
• Personal insurance cover for the duration of your placement, which must include cover for repatriation 

 
 
Project Orientation 
On arrival at the Victoria Falls project, the following orientation will take place: 
 
• You will receive your volunteer's manual which includes information that will help with                                 
your integration into the project, as well as give you further tips for your involvement at the 
Victoria Falls programme  
• Introduction to all senior project staff and heads of department 
• Familiarization of the work areas 
• Familiarization with all duties you will be involved in 
 
Project Support 
Throughout your stay at your placement you will have the support and guidance of 
experienced field-workers and coordinators. They are part of our greater African Impact 
support team, and will provide you with competent 24-hour field support and assistance. 
 
Project Accommodation 
You will be housed at Hunters Lodge situated in the residential area of Victoria Falls. It is a 
quiet and peaceful property for you to make your home during your stay with us. It is fully 
furnished with a large lounge and dining room, satellite TV, braai area and swimming pool. 
The lodge is staffed with cooks and laundry/cleaning ladies. All bedding is provided so you 
will not need to bring a sleeping bag with you. It may however be useful in the colder 
months (June-September). You will be sharing a room with two or three fellow volunteers. 
Members of staff will be based at the lodge full time to assist with any queries. 
 

Please Note: 
We find that volunteers living together and working closely together with their volunteer co-ordinators is the surest way 
of guaranteeing their safety and being able to attend to their most pressing needs.  For this reason we expect all 
volunteers to stay only in the accommodation provided for them and do not allow volunteers to spend nights away in 
the town or nearby villages, unless they are away on pre-arranged sightseeing excursions.   



African Impact 
PHYSICAL ADDRESS 6 Carlton Close, Noordhoek, 7985, Cape Town, South Africa. 

 TELEPHONE +27217854319 Direct Line or CALL US TOLL FREE 08005200926 (UK) 1-800-606-7185 (USA)  

  

                                 

 
Project Meals 
All your meals will be provided for you at the lodge. 
 
Please note that while we do our very best to provide you with varied and 
interesting meals, due to the nature of our rural location food will generally be 
quite simple but still nutritious.  
 

Please let us know before you depart for Africa of any food allergies or specific 

requirements. 

 
Project Getting There:  
Our placement coordinators will meet you at the airport in Victoria Falls!! 
 
• Either fly in to Victoria Falls from Johannesburg (South Africa) where we will 
meet you and transfer you to Hunter's Lodge 
• Or Fly in to Harare or Bulawayo in Zimbabwe, and catch a connecting domestic 
flight to Victoria Falls (same day) 
 
Project Travel Highlights… 
 
There are a huge number of optional activities and trips that are available to you, 
at additional cost, whilst on your placement.  Here are just a few ideas: 
 
On your time off why not take advantage of the multitude of activities available at 
Victoria Falls itself, Africa’s “adrenaline capital”; there are helicopter or microlight 
flights over the Falls; bungee jumping; white water rafting; horse rides; elephant 
rides; game drives; gorge jumps; skydiving; canoeing and a host of other options. 
There are also day and weekend trips available to neighbouring Botswana. 
 
During your stay in Zimbabwe you may have the opportunity to enjoy an 
excursion to some of the other spectacular spots that the region has to offer.  
 
• Day 1: Leave after breakfast for the breathtaking Matobo Hills in Zimbabwe, 
home of the Matopos National Park. Enjoy a half-day Rhino Walk & Game Drive as 
well as a bushman Cave Painting tour.  You will also have the chance to visit Cecil 
Rhodes’ resting place at ‘worlds’ view’ 
 
• Day 2-4: Today you travel to Antelope Park, the breeding base for the Lion 
Rehabilitation & Release into the Wild Program. In addition to touring the 
facilities to see the adult lions, here you can also ride through the savannah plains 
of the game reserve on horseback or take a swim on the back of an African 
elephant (seasonal) whilst staying at our safari camp on the banks of a beautiful 
river. 
 
• Day 5: Journey to Hwange National Park; the largest national park in 
Zimbabwe. You will get the opportunity to go on a game drive where you could 
get up close and personal with a herd of elephant, buffalo, a pride of lion, clan of 
hyena and many more.  
 
• Day 6: Leave after breakfast from Miombo for your return to your volunteer 
base. 
 
Note:  This trip only operates with sufficient volunteer interest.    
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Our Preferred Travel Insurance Partners: 
 

  
Visit www.worldnomads.com for a great deal on reliable travel insurance. 

 
 
 

Meet your Destination Manager! 
 
Kirsty Coetzee will take you through the entire process of your placement, and will be available to answer any questions you 
may have.  Based at our head office in South Africa, she was born and bred in the beautiful city of Cape Town. With a love for 
Africa and a passion for Conservation and Humanitarian efforts, she feels proud to be part of an organization which strives to 
make a difference. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

   
   
         
   

   
  

                          
                    
      

Our Partners 
The Happy Africa Foundation www.happyafricafoundation.org 
African Impact is proud to have been instrumental in the establishment of 
The Happy Africa Foundation in 2007 and continues to be one of the 
Foundations major supporters. UK Registered Charity Number: 1123529.  
The mission of The Happy Africa Foundation is to empower the African 
people through the support of community and conservation based 
initiatives that operate at grass roots level. 
 
We are proudly affiliated to the UK-based Know Before You Go campaign 
that promotes education and knowledge-sharing amongst travelers.  
 
African Impact is delighted to have been nominated as a 2009 World Travel 
Awards Finalist and see this as exciting recognition of our position as 
African specialists in Volunteering, with over 5 years experience in sharing 
Africa with travelers who have a passion for making a difference. 


